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INTRODUCTORY WORD OF THE PANEL DISCUSSION

Your Eminence, Excellency, ladies and gentlemen,

Allow me to open the morning session of the conference titled "Saint Adalbert and
Central Europe". My name is Petr Drulak and I will be your guide this Saturday morning,

Our debate is actually very longstanding, I would say. We attempt to answer the
question about the relationship between international integration and self-identity.
This is not a new question, even if it might seem to have emerged in the twentieth
and twenty-first centuries. With growing globalisation and integration, states and
nations are striving to find some kind of compromise or a solution for coexistence,
interconnection between the regional, the continental and the global, which is
indispensable, and independence, identity and autonomy, which is also necessary.

Maybe some fifteen or twenty years ago, we probably thought that this question
was resolved once for all by our joining the European Union and NATO. And there
is no doubt that our joining provided an answer. It is an answer that has proved
effective in many respects, but, on the other hand, it is also an answer that is not
entirely satisfactory. And by joining the EU and NATO, the aforementioned question
has not been definitively answered either. Because it is a question that cuts across
history and it is here now.

Our ancestors asked themselves the same question in a completely different context
a thousand years ago. And we turn to Saint Adalbert to whom we have dedicated
this conference to seek and find an answer. Adalbert of Slavnik, Bishop of Prague,
Czech, Central European, European. He was an extraordinary figure of his epoch
who needs no further introduction. It is of particular interest to us that St. Adalbert
was in contact with both the clergy and the power elites of his day. Both the Pope

nauka i drustvo 3


https://www.psazs.cz/en/petr-drulak/

INTRODUCTORY WORD OF THE PANEL DISCUSSION Petr Drulak

and the Emperor in Rome had the door open for him.

What we can take from the legacy of St. Adalbert for the purposes of this conference
and our reflections is the fact that his influence on the emperor and the leaders of
the Holy Roman Empire helped to instil the idea that the relationship between the
Central European space and the Western European space, which the Holy Roman
Empire represented for us in Central Europe at that time, would not be a relationship
based on centralisation, incorporation and uniformity, but on independence of
national kingdoms.

Autonomous states emerged in Central Europe and the broader Central European
region, and these states then participated in Central European and European politics.
The model of autonomous kingdoms sometimes worked and sometimes it did not.
Many of them perished for centuries. Like ours. Poles also have a very turbulent
history. They were gaining and losing their statehood. This is one of the traits of the
Central European space. But the model remains as a standard to which we relate
and define ourselves. And it is actually still relevant and shapes our autonomy,
Central European autonomy, which at the same time built on contacts with Europe
and the world.

It is in this context that we are going to ask questions about the future of Central
European cooperation. We are going to ask questions primarily from three perspectives
at this conference. From a geopolitical perspective, from a value perspective and
from an economic perspective. These three perspectives also correspond to the
three working groups that await us this afternoon, where we will discuss and
elaborate on the idea of Central European cooperation.

These three perspectives, although we will discuss them in three separate working
groups, are of course interconnected because the geopolitical perspective includes
the perspectives of space, security, and strategic relations. It is a perspective that is
in a way the most visible because it can be pointed out as a place on the map. We
can show Central Europe on a map even though we might argue about where precisely
it starts and ends.
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Nevertheless, the geopolitical perspective would of course be completely void if it was
not built on values, because values serve as the glue that holds the idea of Central
Europeanism together. And I think that a significant part of our panel discussion
today is going to be about values.

However, we should not forget the third pillar, the economic pillar, because neither
the strategic space, nor the values can exist in a vacuum without practical cooperation.
If the values are the conceptual and spiritual glue, then the economy, the infrastructure
is the practical glue, without which, of course, no project of Central European
cooperation has any chance to succeed.
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Ilerp APYJIAK
YuuBep3utetT 3anagHa boxemuja, [1n3eH, Yemika

YBOJHA PEY ITAHEJI JUCKYCHJE

Bae [IpeocBemTeHcTBO, EKCesieHIIMjO, aMe U TOCIIO/IO,

Jlo3BoJIUTE MU Jjla OTBOPUM IpPENOJHEBHY CeCHjy KOHdepeHLUje Mo/ HA3UBOM
»,CBeTr Ananbept u llenTpasna EBpona“. Moje ume je Iletp [JpyJak u ja hy 6utu
Balll BOJIUY OBe Cy6oTe yjyTpo.

Hama fie6ata je 3ampaBo Beoma Ayra, pekao 6ux. [lokymaBamo Jja 0ATOBOPUMO
Ha NMUTakbe 0 0JJHOCY MehyHapo/iHe UHTerpalyje U camouzieHTuTeTa. OBO HUje
HOBO MHUTAak€, YaK U aKO Ce YHHH Jja Ce MO0jaBUJIO Y JIBaJIECETOM U /IBaJleCeT
npBoM Beky. Ca pacTyhoM rjio6aiM3anujoM U HHTErpalljoM, pKaBe U HapoIu
TeXe Jia MpoHahy HEKY BPCTY KOMITPOMMCA WUJIM pellierha 3a CY>KUBOT, MehycoOHy
MOBE3aHOCT PErMOHAJIHOT, KOHTUHEHTA/IHOT U TJIO6A/IHOT, IITO je HeOIXO/HO,
Y HE3aBUCHOCT, UJIEHTUTET U ayTOHOMH]y, KOja je Takohe HeomnxoaHa.

Moxxza cMo0 npe HeKHX MeTHaecT-ABaJeceT roJUHa BepOBaTHO MUC/IWIIHM /A je
OBO NIMTake jeJHOM 3ayBeK pelleHO0 HaluluM ysackoM y EBporicky yaujy u HATO. U
HeMa CyMHibe Jia je Hallle IpUApYyXUBame Jano oarosop. To je oarosop koju ce
noka3ao epUKaCHUM Yy MHOTMM acleKTHUMa, ajly, C ipyre CTpaHe, TO je U OJroBOp
KOjU HUje cacBUM 3a/l0BosbaBajyhu. A ysackoM y EY u HATO Hu Ha HaBeJZieHO
nUTamke HUje eUHUTUBHO OJITOBOPEHO. Jep TO je MUTamke Koje mpocela Kpos
VCTOPHJY U cajia je Ty.

Hamu npeny cy ce6y noctaB/bajsid UCTO NMUTAHKE Yy CACBUM JAPYTrOM KOHTEKCTY
npe xusbady rogvHa. U oo6pahamo ce CBeToMm AfjanbepTy KOMe CMO MOCBETHUJIU
OBy KOHQepeHIHjy Jla TpaxKMMo U npoHaheMo oarosop. Axanbept C/1aBHUYKY,
€NMCKOI MpPallKH, YelIKH, CPpe/ii0eBPOIICKH, EBPONCKU. BUO je n3y3eTHa JJUYHOCT
CBOje eroxe K0joj HUje MOTPeOHO Jja/be NpecTaB/bambe. [locebHO HaM je 3aHUMJBUBO
Jia je cBeTH AfanbepT 6O Y KOHTAKTY Y €a CBEIUTEHCTBOM U ca MONHUM eJinTaMa
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cBor BpeMeHa. Y mana v nap y PuMy cy My oTBOpuJIM BpaTa.

OHO WITO MOXeMO y3eTH M3 3aocTaBlITUHe CBeTor AfjanbepTa 3a notpede oBe
KOoHepeHIMje U HallKUX pa3MUIll/bakba jecTe YHbeHULa /ia je HberoB yTUlaj Ha
napa 1 Bohe CBeTOr puMCKOT LIapCTBa TOMOrao za ce ycahyje uzeja a je ogHoc
u3MeDhy cpesiEb0eBPOIICKOT IPOCTOPA a 3aMaiHOEBPOIICKU NPOCTOP, Koju je CBeTo
PHMMCKO LL@pCTBO NpeACTaB/bajio 3a HAC y cpeAw0j EBponu y To BpeMe, He 64
0610 OJHOC 3aCHOBAH Ha LeHTpa/IM3al1j’, MHKOPIIOpALUjH U jeJHOOOPa3HOCTH,
Beh Ha HE3aBHCHOCTH HallMOHAJIHUX Kpa/beBCTaBa.

AyTOHOMHe JipKaBe Cy HacTaJ/le y LieHTpaJIHOj EBpoly U mmpeM cpejHeeBpOoNCKOM
pEervoHy, a Te JpaBe Cy IOTOM y4eCTBOBaJle Yy CpeJlb0eBPOIICKO] U €BPOIICKO]j
NOJUTULU. MoJiesl ayTOHOMHUX Kpa/beBCTaBa INOHeKaJ je QYHKLMOHHCAO, a
NIOHeKa/, HUje. MHOTH 0/ BbUX Cy CTpajAa/iu BekoBUMa. Kao Hawte. [Tosbanu Takohe
MMajy BeoMa 6ypHy UcTopHjy. OHU Cy J00Ujasu U IYOUIHU CBOjy ApPKaBHOCT. To
je jejHa of, 0JIMKA CpeflbOeBPOIICKOT IPOCTOpa. AJId MoJieJ1 0CTaje Kao CTaHAap/,
Ha KOjU ce OAHOCUMO U JepuHuLIeMO cebe. U oHa je 3anpaBo U Aa/be aKTyeJHa
Y 00J/1MKyje Hallly ayTOHOMHU]y, Cpeilb0eBPOIICKY ayTOHOMH]Y, KOja je y UCTO BpeMe
u3rpabeHa Ha koHTakTUMa ca EBponoMm v cBeTOM.

Y TOM KOHTEKCTy heMo mocTaB/baTU MUTama 0 6yAYRHOCTH cpeArOeBpOICKe
capazme. Ha 0Boj koHpepeH1uju heMo nocTaB/baTH NUTakkba NIPBEHCTBEHO U3 TPU
nepcrnekTtrBe. U3 reonoJuTUYKe NepcneKTUBe, U3 BpeJHOCHe NePCIeKTUBE U
M3 eKOHOMCKe IepcreKTuBe. OBe TpU NepclieKTUBe 0Ar0Bapajy U TpUMa paJHUM
rpylnama Koje Hac O4eKyjy ZlaHac Momno/iHe, rJe heMo pa3roBapaTy U pa3paZuTH
uJiejy Cpeil0eBpOIICKe capajbe.

OBe Tpu nepcrneKkTHBe, MaKO heMo 0 BbKMMa pasroBapaTy y TPU O/iBOjeHe pajiHe
rpyIie, HApaBHO cy MehycoOHO MoBe3aHe jep reonoJUTUYKA MepCleKTHBa YK/bydyje
nepcreKTUBe NPOCTOpa, 6e36eJHOCTU U CTpaTelIKUX oHOca. To je mepcreKTUBa
KOja je Ha HEKM HauuH HajBU/IJbUBHja jep ce Moxe UcTahu Kao MecTO Ha MaIlM.
Moxemo ga npukaxemo Cpeawy EBpony Ha mManmu Mako 6MCMO MOTJHM Ja ce
pacnpas/baMo O TOMe IJie TAYHO NI0YUe U T'Zle Ce 3aBpliaBa.
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Wnak, reonoJiMTUYKa NepcnekTUBa 6M HAapaBHO OWJa MOTIYHO HCIpa3Ha Ja
HUje u3rpaheHa Ha BpeJJHOCTHUMA, jep BPEJHOCTH CJIyKe Kao JielaK KOju JpKu
u/iejy LeHTpaJHoeBponensMa Ha okyny. U mucaum jga he 3HavyajaH feo Haile
HaHeJ1 JUCKYCHje JaHac GUTH O BpeIHOCTHUMA.

MebhyTuMm, He Tpeba 3a60paBUTHU HU Tpehu cTy6, EKOHOMCKHY, jep HU CTpaTeLIKH
NPOCTOpP, HU BPeJHOCTU HE MOTY IOCTOjaTH Y BaKyyMy 6e3 MpaKTHU4He capajiibe.
AKO BpeJHOCTH jeCcy KOHLENTYaJHU W AYXOBHHU JiellaK, OHJia je NpHUBpeJa,
MHPPACTPYKTypa MpPaKTUYHU Jienak, 6e3 Kojer, HapaBHO, HUjeJlaH INpojeKaT
CpeAH0eBPOIICKe capa/ikbe HeMa IIaHCce Jia yCIe.
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