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RECOVERY OF CENTRAL EUROPE

Ladies, gentlemen, Excellencies, friends,
[ have divided my contribution into four points.
I. Between Prussians and Russians

In December 1869, Fran Levec, an influential Slovenian literary historian and
publisher, in a letter to novelist Janko Kersnik presented a dilemma that today
seems absurd and obsolete. He wrote: "We, Slovenians have no future! We shall
be either Prussians or Russians!" In 2018, [ used this message as a title to one of
my books. [1] In the past, some Central European nations were indeed - and not
only once - challenged to divide their sympathies, or directly choose between
these two European super-powers.

In 1941, Slovenia disappeared from the European map. A large portion of its territory
became part of the Third Reich. After the war, the dilemma was resolved by the
Communist Yugoslavia and indirectly by Soviet Union. In 1991, Slovenia - supported
by Germany and by the European Community - became independent, sharing
its destiny with other Central European countries. In 2004, it joined the EU and
NATO, clearly distancing itself from Russia. The problem was that Russia which in
1991 had divorced itself from Soviet Union, later contemplated its recovery.

II. Empty space of power

For Slovenia, the problem was that at one point, it became impregnated with the
idea of a kind of hybrid Socialist-Capitalist system. After 2008, a growing number
of signs indicated a recovery of the old regime. In the January/February 1995
issue of Foreign relations, Zbigniew Brzezinski published the article "A Plan for
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Europe". Among other topics, he discussed enlargement of NATO with four
ViSegrad countries, Ukraine and the Baltic countries. He expected objections
from Russia, and praised the Russian foreign minister Kozyrev who seemed to
support even convergence between Russia and the EC. (In 1992, Kozyrev held
two opposite speeches: first, on Russia withdrawing from cooperation with Europe,
and second, on the danger of this narrative to become true, if Yeltsin left his post. In
this context, Brzezinski warns:

The void left by communist ideology has not yet been filled. [2]

It seems that the void has not been adequately filled even today. In connection
with this, I should mention the trotskyist author Claude Lefort who argued that
democracy was a "form of society" in which the "place of power" was an "empty space.”
In Slovenia - in 1990 - this "empty space" was initially, partially and provisorily
filled with new Conservative and Liberal parties, but after a couple of years,
Communists recovered and started penetrating democratic institutions without
really embracing democracy. One "innovative" aspect of this recovery was the
concept of putting in charge of high offices "new faces", meaning ever new individuals,
mostly unknown "talents". The generation that led the independence movement
have retired, some have even died. At this point, the "deep state" consisting of
surviving Communist apparatchiks and members of their families started
systematically to fill high government posts and state-owned industries' boards
with loyal new faces whose political and professional biographies were generally
empty. The duration of these substitute leaders was generally quite short (around
two years each) and contributed to instability The characteristic method of
accession to power was a sweeping use of the media, predominantly owned by
the deep state tycoons. If by chance non-communists (heirs to the 1990 change)
won elections, they were smeared by the opposition according to the Latin saying
"calumniare audacter, aliquid semper haeret". The electoral campaign slogans
did not offer concepts, only the demand to "vacate" the Government positions,
previously and temporarily (20% of the time after 1990) filled with Liberals or
Conservatives.
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The Leftist leaders and media were joined by the NGO's that without cessation,
day by day, month by month, produced and published statements about pressures
against freedom of the media, freedom of expression, repression of human rights...
Frequently, the democratically elected officials were labelled dictators and even
fascists, while their Government would be labelled as totalitarian, meaning that
it had to be emptied.

III. The universal game of (in)dependence

On top of the difficulties of transition to full-fledged sovereignty and economic
recovery, some further European and international complications are affecting
the Central European countries - like Slovenia. Recent developments in the EU
and in NATO - associated with the war in Ukraine and with sanctions against
Russia - could be defined as a fight for, or at least, a far-reaching game of
(in)dependence. The processes of globalisation have been accompanied - as
Petr Drulak has put it - by a rejection of geopolitical engagement and by
economical grabbing "what they can from each side, the USA, China and Russia".[3]
So, at present, European and American exports of weapons to Ukraine, defence
measures and economic sanctions are conditioned by the dependence on oil
and gas imports from Russia. In the case of interrupted deliveries, Germany and
its Central European partners would find themselves in difficulties that the
Hungarian Prime minister has compared with atom bomb. Russia, on the other
hand, depending on Western payments for its exports, probably has not given
up the idea of revival of the Nord Stream II.

The good reputation and organisation of the European union have undergone
severe damage after Brexit and the subsequent improvisations by the French-
German monopolistic behaviour. As far as the European foreign policy and diplomacy
are concerned, the formats of external action have become quite exclusive [4],
not to mention the recent proposals to simplify the decision-making procedures
with abolition of the unanimity vote. The proposals have been accompanied by
unusually harsh rhetoric accusing Central European countries of neglecting or
even simply rejecting European legal and democratic standards, not to speak
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about alleged succumbing to nationalism.
IV. The future Central Europe

I would advocate and I can imagine the future of Central Europe as an alliance -
or rather close cooperation - of countries like the Visegrad Four, Slovenia, Croatia,
the Baltic group, maybe Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania.. The arguments for the composition
are cultural proximity, Soviet/Communist experience and volatile physical location
between Germany and Russia. After such selection, it would be absolutely necessary
to discuss also the Ukrainian issue.

The success of such alliance would depend on the integration processes in the
EU and NATO. Special attention should be addressed to the developments
concerning the French-German connection and the solution to the German
(in)dependence vis-a-vis Russia. Most Central European countries were, in the
past, attracted to Germany and reserved towards Russia. In the case of a
continuation of the Russian war in Ukraine or establishment of new frozen
conflicts, the CE reservations towards Russia will increase, and so will the
attraction towards Germany. Primarily, the outcome will depend on the
developments in NATO and United States of America.

It seems that the Romantic ideas of Central Europe as a land of Strauss's music,
Gemiitlichkeit and Schlamperei are gone. Approaching may be the times of close
political, defense, diplomatic and cultural cooperation, certainly not ignoring
the achievements of the past.
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JAumutpuj PYIIEJ]

JaBHa arenyuja 3a kwury (JAK) Peny6smke CiioBeHuje

OIIOPABAK HEHTPAJIHE EBPOIIE

Jame, rocnosio, EkcuesieHLije, NpyjaTesbHy,
CBOj €0 caM MOJie/IM0 Ha YeTUPU TayKe.
I. U3meby IIpyca u Pyca

Y neuem6py 1869. ®paHn JleBel, yTHUIIajHU CJIOBEHAYKHW UCTOPUYAP KHbUKEBHOCTH
Y M3J]aBay, y IMCMY poMaHonucly JaHky KepcHUKY M3HeO je AuieMy Koja AaHac
Jleslyje ancyp/ZiHO U 3acTtapeJsio. Hanucao je: "Mu, CiioBeH1id, HeMaMo 6yayhHocT!
BuheMo uau Ilpycu uaun Pycu!" 2018. kopucTHO caM OBY NOPYKY Kao HAacJ0B
jenHe oA Mojux Kmwura. [1] Y npouwioctu cy HeKe LleHTPaJIHOEBPOIICKe Haldje
3aMCTa — ¥ TO He caMo jeITHOM — OUJie U3a3BaHe /ia Mo/eJsie CBOje CUMIaTHje WU
JIUPEKTHO U3abepy nsMely oBe JiBe eBPOIICKe Cynep-CHUJIe.

1941. CnoBeHHUja je HecTas1a ca eBPOIICKe KapTe. BeJIMKU [1e0 lbeHe TEPUTOpHje
noctao je geo Tpeher pajxa. [locse paTa, JuieMy je pa3pelinjia KOMyHUCTUYKA
JyrocnaBuja u nocpepgHo Cosjercku CaBes. 'ogune 1991. CioBeHuja je — y3
noapiky Hemauke u EBporncke 3ajeiHuLe - ocTajla He3aBUCHA, JAesiehu cBojy
CyZIOUHYy ca ApyruM 3eMsbama cpefre EBpone. 2004. roauHe yujia je y EY u
HATO, jacHo ce guctaHuupajyhu og Pycuje. [Ipo6sem je 6uo y Tome wITO je
Pycuja, koja ce 1991. pa3sesia oz CoBjeTckor CaBe3a, KaCHHje pa3MUll/bajiad O
CBOM OIIOpPaBKY.

I1. [Ipa3an npoctop mohu

3a CsioBeHHU]y je pobsIeM OO LITO je Y jeHOM TPEeHYTKY IocTajla UMIPEerHMpaHa
U/IejOM O CBOjeBPCHOM XUOPUJAHOM COLMjaIUCTUYKO-KATUTATUCTUYKOM CUCTEMY.
[Tocie 2008. roguHe, cBe Behu 6poj 3HAaKOBA je YKa3WBao Ha OMOpaBaK CTapor
pexxuMa. ¥ n3gamy yaconuca Foreign Relations 3a janyap/¢e6bpyap 1995. 36urmes
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BxxexxuHCKHM je 06jaBuo unaHak "[lnan 3a EBpony". U3Mehy ocTanux Tema, oH je
pa3sroBapao o npounpewy HATO-a ca yeTHupu BUllerpazicke 3embe, YKpajuHOM
M 6aJTUYKUM 3eM/baMa. OuekHBao je npumende Pycuje U moxBajiuo pycKor
MHUHHUCTPaA CMOJ/bHUX NocaoBa Ko3upjeBa Koju je, YMHU ce, IO pPKaBao 4YaK U
npubsanxaBamwe Pycuje u EK. Kosupjes je 1992. oapxao ABa cynpoTHa ropopa:
IpBO, 0 NMoBJauyewy Pycuje u3 capaamwe ca EBponom, U Jpyro, o omacHoCcTH Ja
OBaj HapaTHUB MOCTaHe UCTUHUT, aKO Je/bIIUH HAMyCTH CBOj MOJI0XKaj. Y TOM
KOHTEKCTY, b>ke>XMHCKHU yno3opasa:

[IpazHrHa KOjy je ocTaBHWJla KOMYHUCTHUYKA UJEO0JIOTHja jOLI HUje IMONyHEeHa.
2]

YuHU ce a Npa3HUHA HY JJaHAC HYje a/leKBAaTHO MONyHheHa. Y Be3Uu ca OBUM,
Tpebasio 61 1a noMeHeM TpoUKUCTUYKOT nucua Kioga Jlepopa koju je TBpAuo
Jla je leMoKpaTHja ,,006JIMK JpYLITBA“ y KOME je ,MecTo Mohu“ ,ipa3aH npoctop“. ¥
CnoBenuju je - 1990. roauHe - 0Baj ,ipa3aH NpOCTOP* y MOYETKY, JeJTUMUYHO U
IPOBU30PHO O6MO MONYyHEH HOBUM KOH3€pPBAaTMBHUM M JIMOEpa/HUM NapTHjaMa,
aJIu Cy ce KOMYHHUCTH I10CJIe HEKOJIMKO I'OIMHA OIIOPAaBWJIX U IOYeJIU [ja IPOAUpPY
y AAeMOKpaTCKe MHCTUTYLIMje, a Ja HUCY 3aucCTa NPUXBATU/IM JAEMOKpATH]y. JejaH
,MHOBAaTUBHU" aClleKT OBOT OIIOpaBKa 61O je KOHLIENT MOCTaB/bakba Ha Yesi0 BUCOKHX
dyHKIMja ,,HOBUX JIMLA", UIITO 3HAaYW yBEK HOBUX M0je/IMHALlQ, YTJITABHOM HEMO3HATHUX
,TajseHaTa". [eHepanuja Koja je BoJuU/Ia MOKPET 32 HE3ABUCHOCT je OTHUILIA Y
NIeH3U]y, HEKU CY U YMpJIK. Y OBOM TPeHYTKY, ,AyO0Ka Jp>kaBa“ Koja ce cacTOju OJ
NpeXuBeJIMX KOMYHUCTUYKHUX allapaTYMKa U 4IaHOBa lbUXOBUX IOPOJHUILIA [T0Yesia
je cucTeMaTCKU Jja MOMyHkaBa BUCOKe Ap:KaBHE M0JI0XKaje U o4,00pe ApKaBHUX
WHJYCTpHja JI0jaJIHUM HOBUM JIMLIMMA 4Hje Cy NOJUTUYKe U NnpodecuoHaHe
6uorpaduje yrinaBHoM 6uie npasHe. Tpajame 0BUX 3aMEHCKHUX JIMJiepa je YIJIaBHOM
O6UJ10 MPUIMYHO KPaTKO (OKO /iBe TOJIMHE CBAKU) U JONPUHEJIO je HECTaOUIHOCTH.
AKo cy ciiy4ajHO HEKOMYHUCTH (HacsieJHULM ipoMeHe u3 1990. roauHe) nobeuav
Ha U300pUMa, OH/IA MX je OMO3UIlvja 3aMa3asia 1o JJATUHCKO] uspeuu ,calumniare
audacter, aliquid semper haeret”. Cnoranu npefu360pHe KaMakbe HUCY HYAUIH
KoHLenTe, Beh camo 3axTeB fAa ce ,McnpasHe” no3uuuje y Baaau, koje cy panuje
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u npuBpeMeHo (20% BpeMeHa nocsie 1990. rogrHe) 6u/e nonyweHe JubepaavMa
WJIM KOH3epBaTHUBIMMa.

JleBUYapCKUM JIMIEpYMA U MeTHjuMa PUJIPYKUJIe Cy Ce U HEBJIaIMHe OpraHu3aliyje
Koje cy 6e3 mpecTaHKa, U3 JlaHa y /laH, U3 Mecelja y Mecell, TPOU3BOAHUIIE U
o6jaB/bHBaJie U3jaBe O MPUTHCIIMMA Ha CJI000ly Me/ihja, C10604y U3parkaBamwa,
pernpecujy HaJi JbYACKUM MTpaBUMa... YeCcTo Cy IeMOKPaTCKU 3a0bpaHy 3BaHUYHHUIH
Cy OWJIM eTUKETUPAHHU Kao AUKTATOPH, 1A YakK U GalIUCTH, 10K 61 lbuxoBa Biaza
6us1a 03HaYeHa Kao TOTAJUTAPHA, LITO 3HAYH [Ia je MopaJia OUTH UCIIPAXKIbEeHA.

IIl. YHuBep3a/iHa urpa (He)3aBUCHOCTH

[Topen Temkoha TpaH3uIlMje Ka NYHONPAaBHOM CYyBEepEHUTETY U €KOHOMCKOM
ONOpaBKy, HeKe Ja/be eBpolcKe U MehyHapoJHe KoMILIMKauuje mnorabajy
3eMmsbe llenTpanHe EBpone - nmonyTt CioBeHuje. HepaBHa gAemaBawba y EY u
HATO-y - noBe3aHa ca paToM y YKpajuHU U CaHKLMjaMa NpoTuB Pycuje — mory
ce febuHUCATH Kao 60pba 3a, UK H6apeM, ajleKOCeKHY UTpy (He)3aBHCHOCTH.
[Ipouiece rsiob6anu3aiyje MpaTHJIO je — Kako je To pekao Iletp /[lpynak -
o/banyBambe TeonoJUTHYKOr aHraXMaHa M €KOHOMCKM rpabex ,0Hora ILITO
MoO3Ke cBaka oJ crpaHa, CA/l, Kuna u Pycuja“.[3] [lak/ie, TpeHYTHO Cy eBpOICKHU
M aMepUYKH M3B03 OpyxXja y YKpajuHy, Mepe oJ0paHe U eKOHOMCKe CaHKIuje
yCJIOB/beHE 3aBUCHOLINY 0oJ] yBo3a HadTe U raca us Pycuje. Y ciydajy npekua
ucnopyka, Hemauka u meHU LeHTPaJIHOEBPOIICKM NMapTHEPH HallJIM 6U ce y
TelkohaMa Koje je Mahapcku npeMujep ynopeauo ca aToMckoM 6oM60M. Pycuija, ¢
Jipyre cTpaHe, y 3aBUCHOCTH o, Miahawa 3amajZia 3a CBOj U3BO3, BEPOBATHO
HUje oZlycTasia oJ, uJeje okruB/baBawa CeBepHOT ToKa IL.

Jlo6pa penyTranuja u opraHusanuja EBponcke yHuje npeTpnesu cy 036U/bHY
IITETY HAaKOH Bperaura U HakHaJJHUX UMIIpoBU3alHja ppaHLyCKO-HEMAYKOT
MOHOIIOJIMCTUYKOr NoHawama. IITo ce TUYe eBpoICKe ClIOJ/bHE MOJUTHKE U
JUnsiomaTuje, popMaTH CIOJbHOT JIeJI0Bakba Cy MOCTAIM NPUIUYHO UCK/bYYHUBHU
[4], a Aa He TOBOPHUMO O HeJaBHUM IpejJio3MMa Jia ce NMpoLejype AOHOIIena
0/I/IyKa M0jeJHOCTaBe Y3 YKUJame jeJHOTJIaCHOT rJacama. [Ipesosu cy npahenu
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HEOOUYHO OLITPOM PETOPHUKOM KOjOM Ce LIEHTPAJTHOEBPOICKE 3€MJbE ONTYXKYjy
Jla 3aHEeMapyjy WM 4YaK jeIHOCTAaBHO 0/10allyjy eBpOIICKe MPaBHE U AeMOKpPAaTCKe
CTaH/Jap/e, a Ja He TOBOPHUMO O HABOJHOM MoJJ/IerHyhy HaljMoHaIUu3My.

IV. Byayha llenTpasina EBpona

3asarao 6ux ce U Mory Aa 3amucauM byayhHoct Cpejwe EBpone kao caBesa —
OZIHOCHO OJ1MCKe capajiibe — 3eMasba nonyT Buierpajacke yetBopke, Cii0BeHuje,
XpBartcke, banTtuuke rpyne, moxkaa Cpo6uje, byrapcke, PymyHuje... AprymeHTH
3a cacTaB Cy KyJTypHa GJIM31HA, COBjETCKO/KOMyHUCTUYKO UCKYCTBO M HECTabWJIHA
dusunuka Jokauuja usmehy Hemauke u Pycuje. [locse TakBor usbopa, 6uio 6u
arcoJIyTHO HEONXO/HO Jla Ce pa3roBapa M 0 YKPajUHCKOM MUTaY.

Ycnex TakBOT caBe3a 3aBUCHO OU o UHTerpanuoHux npomeca y EY u HATO.
[locebHy naxkwy Tpeba NOCBETUTU pa3Bojy PpaHLyCKO-HEMAUKe Be3e U pellery
HeMayKe (He)3aBUCHOCTU o/ Pycuje. BehrHa njeHTpa/lHOEBpOICKUX 3eMaJsba je
y MpOILJIOCTH 6Uia npuBydyeHa HemaukoM, a peepBucaHa nnpema Pycuju. ¥ cay4dajy
HacTaBKa PyCKOT paTa y YKpajuHHU WJIM YCIOCTaB/batha HOBHMX 3aMP3HYTHX CYK00a,
pesepBe CE npema Pycuju he ce noBehaTy, a caMMM TUM U IPUBJIAYHOCT IMpeMa
Hemaukoj. [Ipe cBera, ucxon he 3aBucuTu oJi pa3Boja jgorabaja y HATO-y u
CjenumenuM AMepUYKUM /lp>kaBama.

YuHHU ce Jja cy poMaHTHUYHe H/eje 0 LeHTpasHoj EBponu kao 3emsbu L TpaycoBe
My3uKe, yao6Hoctu (Gemiitlichkeit) u asbkaBoctu (Schlamperei) nHecrase.
BpeMeHa 6/1McKe OJIUTUYKE, 0/0paMbeHe, JUIJIOMAaTCKe U KYJTypHE capajbe
ce NpuOJIMKaBajy, CBaKaKo He 3aHeMapyjyhu gocTurayha u3 npouiocTH.
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